
  

“For God so loved the 

world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in 

him shall have eternal 

life”.  
 

That is the heart of this service and of our faith. 

Prior to the service light up to 13 candles.  

Whenever you see this:  extinguish one candle. 

 
 

Greeting: 
God is light, in whom there is no darkness at all. 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world,  

and we loved darkness rather than light. 

 
Prayer: 

Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing 

to be betrayed into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Tonight we remember the passion of Jesus, the events of that time from late Holy Thursday 

evening through Friday at sundown. Let us walk with Christ now those fateful hours. 

 

The Passion of Christ: 

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed 

him. When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not come into the time of 

trial.” Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if 

you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” Then an angel 

from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, 

and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.  
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When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of 

grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into 

the time of trial.”  
 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with 

swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given 

them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and 

said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to 

do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus 

put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 

Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will 

perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me 

more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it 

must happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with 

swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple 

teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the 

prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.  

 

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were 

assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and 

he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole 

council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. For 

many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. Some stood up and 

gave false testimony against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is 

made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” But even on this 

point their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, 

“Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But he was silent and did not 

answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed 

One?” Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 

and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do 

we still need witnesses? You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them 

condemned him as deserving death. Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike 

him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him over and beat him.    
 

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They 

themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat 

the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this 

man?” They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to 

you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews 



replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said 

when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King 

of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 

Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you 

over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my 

kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed 

over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a 

king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 

the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate 

asked him, “What is truth?”  
 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it 

on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, 

King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I 

am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.” So Jesus came out, 

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”   
 

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a 

man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the 

insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 

Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he 

realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief 

priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them 

again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” They 

shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they 

shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas 

for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  

 

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, 

and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people 

followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 

 
 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When they 

came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on 

his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 

they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but 

the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of 

God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and 



saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over 

him, “This is the King of the Jews.”  
 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 

you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, 

for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then 

he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise.”   
 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 

loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is  

your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple 

took her into his own home.   

 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I 

am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a 

branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.   

 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, while 

the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a 

loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed 

his last.  

 

Extinguish Christ Candle  

 

Christ has died. The Light is gone from the world. There is no singing, there is 

no peace. We wait in this state of grief until we meet on Easter. 

 

 

 

 
 


